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Liturgy
Advent Prayer Service

Theme: God’s everlasting love.
Focal Point: Purple cloth, advent wreath

Opening Prayer:

Leader:
As we begin this Advent prayer service, let us unite ourselves with Jesus, whom we await with joyful expectation, marking ourselves with the sign of his cross, through which he has made all things new.

All:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.



Amen.

Leader:
When we look at the Advent wreath, the circle of the wreath and the evergreens both remind us of God’s endless love for us. As the light, through the lighting of candles each week, grows brighter, we are reminded that the Light of the World will soon arrive in glory. Advent is a time for self-examination and asking for forgiveness as we prepare for Christmas. This is why the colour of the season is purple. 

Lighting the Advent Candles:  

(Light the appropriate number of candles for the week of Advent you are holding your prayer service.)

Leader:
Ever present God, we light these candles as a reminder that we can bring our whole selves to you: our questions, our answers, our doubts, and our faith.  

All:

Amen.

Scripture

Leader:
We will now take a few moments to listen to and reflect on God’s word.
Reader: 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John,

All:

Glory to you O Lord
Reader:
For God so loved the world that he sent his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.


This is the Gospel of the Lord

All:
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection 

You are the caller, you are the poor, you are the stranger at my door. 

You are the wanderer, the unfed, you are the homeless with no bed.

You are the person driven insane, you are the child crying in pain.

If I open to another, you are born in me.

Prayer of the faithful

1. Lord we pray for those who may be sick or lonely. 

Response: May they be comforted by your everlasting love.
2. We remember those who find Christmas difficult due to the loss of a loved one. 

Response: May they be comforted by your everlasting love.
3. For those who find Christmas, a time of burden due to poverty or homelessness.

Response: May they be comforted by your everlasting love.
4. Lord for our own personal prayers and worries, (Pause)

Response: May we be comforted by your everlasting love.

Closing Prayer
Leader: 
God, our Father, you loved us so much that you sent your only Son into the world to be our friend and our saviour. Help us to see your light shining in our lives as we remember your endless mercy and undying love for us. Help us to show that love to others in our lives. We ask this through Christ our Lord, 
All: 

Amen. 
