Communal Celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Possible Hymns

· God of mercy and compassion [Canaimis 67]
· Lay your hands gently upon us[Canaimis 102]
· Renew your hearts [Canaimis 157]
· Calm me Lord [Canaimis 34]
· Deus Meus

· Freely freely

· Grant to us, O Lord, a heart renewed

· Lay your hands

· Renew your hearts

· The King of Love

· The Servant King

Setting the Scene
Create a prayerful atmosphere as people gather with gentle music playing in the background. Use cloths of purple and white to decorate the sacred space offering the contrast of our need of healing and being healed. The Lenten space can be used as a strong visual centre for the celebration. 
Introduction

Celebrant: 
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: 

Amen 

Celebrant: 
Welcome to our celebration as we gather together in the forgiving love of God. How we live each day has its effect on other people.  We all need the love and support of family and friends to help us to be the kind of people that God wants us to be. The relationships we have with each other and with God are what make us the people we are. This evening we gather as a community to celebrate the Lord’s desire for us to live lives of joy and peace, of justice and freedom. Just by coming here this evening, we have each made a step on the road to being the community God calls us to be.

As we journey through this time of Lent, we trust that God is at work in our lives. We are aware that there have been times when we have thwarted God’s goodness So tonight we come to name what is wrong in our living and to ask God’s forgiveness and mercy so that we can live as loving people

Celebrant:  
Let us say the Confiteor together…
I confess to almighty God…..   

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us….
Celebrant:
Let us pray,
Compassionate and understanding God, loving creator of all, 

Open our hearts to your boundless love and mercy. 

Give us the courage to walk into your loving embrace 

where we are restored. 

We ask this, through Christ, our Lord. 

All:

Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

Reader:
First Reading

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, 7-8
There is a season for everything, a time for every occupation under heaven: 
a time for giving birth, a time for dying; 
a time for planting, a time for uprooting what has been planted. 
A time for tearing, a time for sewing; 
a time for keeping silent, a time for speaking. 
A time for loving, a time for hating; 
a time for war, a time for peace
Reader:
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 51
Response: Have mercy on us O Lord

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin.

My offenses truly I know them;
my sin is always before me
Against you, you alone, have I sinned;
what is evil in your sight I have done.

Indeed you love truth in the heart;
then in the secret of my heart teach me wisdom.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit.


Celebrant
Gospel 

John 5: 2: 9  

Now at the Sheep Pool in Jerusalem there is a building, called Bethzatha in Hebrew, which has five porticos; and under these were crowds of sick people -  blind, lame, paralysed.  One man there had an illness which had lasted thirty-eight years, and when Jesus saw him lying there and knew he had been in this condition for a long time, he said, 'Do you want to be well again?'  'Sir,' replied the sick man, 'I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is disturbed; and while I am still on the way, someone else gets down there before me.'  Jesus said, 'Get up, pick up your sleeping-mat and walk.'  The man was cured at once, and he picked up his mat and walked away.  
Celebrant:
In our first reading, the prophet reminds us that there is a time to reflect on our 
lives, to see what is bringing life, and what is bringing disharmony..........God loves each one of us and desires that we live in harmony with ourselves, with others, with God and with all of creation...Ecclesiastes asks us to look now at what needs to be uprooted, what needs to be planted, when are the occasions that we need to speak out, and when might we be silent....
But we are aware that so often we struggle to live as we would like to...that we don’t make the effort to be kind; we fail to be gentle; we get preoccupied with less important things and forget what it is really important....
The blind man in the gospel story blamed others for his affliction of not being healed– others got to the pool before him, there were only so few times when healing was available ... – Jesus asks him, as he asks each of us, Do we want to be healed? And so we take a few moments to ask ourselves, do we want to be healed?

As we come to make our confession this evening, we remember firstly that we are approaching a God who loves us dearly.....
So for a moment in the quiet, we take time to ask the Lord for what in us needs healing, what needs uprooting, what needs planting ..............and we tell the Lord the ways in which we have not been loving in our relationships with ourselves, with family, with the wider community.....how have we failed to live as God’s chosen ones.....                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Time for Confession
[It might be helpful at this time to dim the lights in the church….to let the choir accompany us in prayerful song…..to create an atmosphere in which people can reflect, pray and confess…]
We have gathered as a community to pray with one another as we seek God’s forgiveness. While you are waiting to come forward for confession or when you have confessed, I invite you to pray with and for the others around you….and when we have all had the chance of confession, we will conclude our prayer together… Now each of you will have the opportunity to make an Individual Confession……….I invite you to come forward to one of the priests, to mention when you were last at confession, to confess your sins and he will give you absolution and penance……
Celebrant:
Aware that we are children of the one God and brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ, together we say: Our Father

Celebrant:
Lord, as you sent the Holy Spirit into our hearts

to make us your children, we thank you for your forgiveness and love.

Help us always to live the example of forgiveness in all we do and say.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All:

Amen.

