For the Classroom
In this resource you will find some ideas on how to explore the theme of mission

with your students during the month of October. If you choose to use it, 

please let me know how you get on, maybe you could send a photo 

for the diocesan website to reledkerry@eircom.net
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Group work 
Invite students to brainstorm the word Mission in groups
and report back to the class.

Input

The missionary mandate of the church is to preach the gospel to all people. This mandate is based on Jesus’ command to the disciples ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.’ (Mt 28:19) It is from God’s love of all people that we receive both our missionary obligation and motivation. As Christians we are called to love, serve and witness. The Gospel calls us to become disciples, to share in Jesus’ mission of transforming the world.  To follow Jesus as a disciple means that we must participate in his life and mission. Christian discipleship means mission and ministry. We are called to love God whole-heartedly and our neighbour as ourselves (Mt 22:37-40). In the past the word mission was associated mainly with the foreign missions. Missionaries who work with communities throughout the world, but especially in Africa, Asia and Latin America. However our mission mandate is not limited to foreign aid. We have a missionary responsibility here at home too. We must find ways to spread the good news of the gospel in our own school communities and parishes.

Questions
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What command did Jesus give the disciples?

2. Where do we receive our motivation for mission?

3. (a) What are we called to do?



(b) Can you name 3 ways that you can do this today?

4. Name two places associated with foreign missions.
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Group Work



Using the following headings:
(a) Home, (b)  School, (c)  Parish
discuss and list ways in which can you highlight or promote our missionary responsibility during the month of October? 

As a class group decide which of the above tasks you will carry out. In each case decide the time frame, the preparation required and make sure to divide up the responsibilities equally.  Here are just a few ideas to get you started:

· Write a class mission prayer and take a copy home to pray with your family

· An intercom prayer once a week

· A power point presentation, displayed in the assembly / mall area

· Make posters highlighting our missionary responsibility and display them in the local church on mission Sunday

Further Possible Ideas

· Invite each student to interview a person who lives out their faith by being actively involved in your community.

· Invite a guest speaker from a local charity group.

· Research the work of the Irish Missionary Union (www.imu.ie).

· Make a poster display on voluntary organisations such as Trócaire, St Vincent de Paul, Simon Community, Focus Ireland. 
· Research and do a project reviewing the voluntary organisations that are working in your area.

· What can you do to make a difference in the lives of other? Find out how you can get involved in your local area.
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