Miltown Parish                         Kerry Earth Week 2010
As part of Kerry Earth Week 2010 students from the Presentation Secondary School, Miltown prepared and gave a homily in all the local parishes. They created an audiovisual presentation to create awareness of human impact on creation: The Beauty of Creation. & Creation Reversed

The accompanying text is below the picture.
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The Beauty of Creation.

1. In the beginning there was.............absolutely nothing.

Then God created the Heavens and the Earth. 

God said...,. let there be light.

God called the light "day" and the darkness "night" and it was wonderful.

God saw all that was made and it was very good.

2. God surrounded the earth with...... ...life-giving air...

God said let the dry land appear. . . ....the waters that were gathered together he called seas...,.

God saw all that was made and it was very good.

3. God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after their kind with seed in them”; and it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good. 

 4. Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; and it was so. God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth.

 God saw that it was good. 

5. Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens.” God created the great sea creatures, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” There was evening and there was morning, a fifth day. 

6. Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures … God made the beasts of the earth, and the cattle and animals of every kind ; and God saw that it was good.

7. Then God decided to create people...

It was the supreme moment of creation....

People were different.

They could...laugh

. ..love

...think

...choose

...invent

God put them in charge of his creation.

He said "They're like me" and he loved them.

God saw all that was made and it was very good.

And then God rested.

Creation Reversed

In the end humanity destroyed the paradise he called earth.  It had been a beautiful place until man walked on it and ruined it. We said, "Let there be darkness!" And there was darkness. 

There was darkness because we closed his eyes to the needs of others. We liked the darkness because we never had to lift a hand to help another. There was evening but no morning. It was the seventh day before the end.

Then humanity  said, "Let the water be polluted." And so it

was. We emptied chemicals into creeks and rivers and allowed oil to spill in the oceans.

There was evening but no morning. It was the sixth day before the end.

Then humanity said, "Let the earth be littered with rubbish." And so it was.  We threw his bottles and cans along the streets and tossed wrappers and bags along our roads. There was evening but no morning. It was the fifth day before the end.

Then humanity said, "Let the atmosphere be contaminated." And so it was. The exhaust fumes from his cars and his factories turned the sky brown so that no one could ever say again: "The sun and moon and stars shone brightly." There was evening but no morning. It was the fourth day before the end.

Then humanity  said, "Let us kill the birds of the air and the fish in the water." And so it happened. We hunted birds out of season and destroyed endangered species. And always took home more fish than our limit. There was evening but no morning. It was the third day before the end.

Then humanity said, "Let us destroy all that is green and growing on the earth." And so it happened. We tore up the trees and grass and replaced them with pathways and car parks. And the children rode their bikes over the lawns and through the flower beds.

There was evening but no morning. It was the second day before the end.

On the last day man said, "Let us make God in our own image.

Let us say God thinks as we think

and hates as we hate

and kills as we kill."

There was a great noise

on the face of the earth. Fire consumed the beautiful globe,

and there was silence. The blackened earth now rested

to worship the one true God. And God saw that what he had created

to be good and beautiful

had now become bad and ugly

at the hands of man.

And in the silence over the smoldering remains . . . he cried.

[image: image1]