Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Focus:

Procession & Blessing of Palms

Proclamation of the Passion

Liturgical colour – Red

Outline of Liturgy: 


· Commemoration of the Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem

· Liturgy of the Word with the Proclamation of the Passion

· Liturgy of the Eucharist

· Dismissal
· Commemoration of The Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem

Key Action – The Procession 

This is an action! It is done by all. We tell and do the story. By moving in procession, we bind ourselves to the Christ-events of this Holy Week. In this way too, we connect with the Holy Week of our own lives. With Christ we literally ‘walk into’ the events of this week, into death and thus, new-life.

First Form: outside Church
· People gather at location outside Church - palm is available, though some may bring their own palm

· Priest and ministers go to where people are gathered

· Gospel is proclaimed

· Palms are blessed

· All process into the Church, with singing

· Mass begins with Opening Prayer and continues as normal

Second Form: outside Sanctuary
· People gather in the Church, as normal, with own palms and palm available

· Priest and ministers go to area outside Sanctuary (maybe main door)

· People face towards them 

· Gospel is proclaimed

· Palms are blessed

· All process into the Church, with singing

· Mass begins with Opening Prayer and continues as normal

Third Form:

· Mass as usual – people gather inside 

· When the procession of Celebrant, servers etc. reaches the sanctuary, the priest reads the Gospel and blesses the palms

Notes: 
Microphone needed at the location (radio microphone/ long lead microphone)

Incense and Holy water for Blessing of Palms

Important for Celebrant to use Lectionary, not leaflets.

Order of Procession: 

Incense/Cross between 2 candles/Servers/ Minister carrying Lectionary/Choir+People

/Ministers +Priest

· The Liturgy of the Word with  Proclamation of the Passion
Key – Liturgy of the Word
OT Reading/Psalm/NT Reading/Acclamation/Proclamation of Passion

Notes: There are a lot of words today which can be monotonous. Vary how they are done.  

· The singing of the Psalm and Gospel Acclamation

· 2 extra voices for Proclamation of Passion with Priest

· Voice for Prayer of Faithful 

· Liturgy of the Eucharist  - As usual
· Dismissal – As usual
Preparations:  

· Meeting held well in advance to organise and delegate tasks.

· Essential tasks:

· A procession with a blessing of palm

· A good proclamation of the Passion

Other suggestions:

· Parishioner cuts palm and brings to church for congregation’s use
· Palm left at entrance or outside if procession begins there
· The possible decoration of the Church with palm

· Processional Cross may have palm and other decoration
· Other crosses covered with purple cloth
· Ensure readers for OT and NT readings, 2 readers for The Passion and reader for Prayer of Faithful. Give them leaflet in advance. Some readers may duplicate.

· Liaising with music personnel so all know what is happening and required of them.
· Important that the Psalm and Acclamation to the Passion are sung
· Ensure the Sacristan is part of all preparations.

· Booklets for Triduum. Ordered / Distributed / Stored?

Materials:  Palm and red banners. Purple is often used to cover statues etc
Further Notes:
*
Visual impact of colour, and smell of palm and incense is strong and effective.

*
Leftover palm is often kept and later burned to use as ashes on Ash Wed.

