Earth Week 
A Diocesan Celebration of Creation and the Care of Creation    
25 September to 4 October
Earth Week is a week-long celebration of the gift of our created world with a call to respect and care for it co-ordinated by the diocese of Kerry
 The week offers an opportunity to attend a great variety of events many of them organised at parish level. See the detailed programme of events and workshops attached. 
The programme is of interest to everyone concerned about the world and the environment they live in and to those who wish to celebrate and enjoy it more both now and in the future. Individuals and groups, including church groups are very welcome.
Where is it happening? 

· In Parishes across the diocese in churches, gardens and centres 

· Along a river, in a forest, on a  mountain, in a car park

· The Malton Theatre, Killarney

· St. Brigid’s Secondary School Killarney

· Ballyseedy Wood, Gortbrack Organic Farm, Inisfallen
· KASI Community  Garden, Friary Garden

Kerry Earth Week  is co-ordinated by The Kerry Diocesan Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation Committee. This is a committee of the diocese of Kerry.
Background

Earth day is an initiative of the Kerry Diocesan Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation Committee and has been held annually since 1999 in different venues: Tralee, Béal, Gortbrack,  Miltown, &  Lyreacrompane.

For ten years it has been a day- long event but this year it has expanded to fill a week.
To register for Saturday 2nd October Workshops & Eco experiences

1) In advance at the Malton on Thurs 30 Sept the night of the Public Talk by Fr Sean Mc Donagh

3) On the day itself from 10am in St.Brigids Secondary School 
Cost: €12 Adults; €6 Students/OAP; this includes a light lunch.

.

Note: Places in Saturday 2 October workshops and on Eco Experiences will be allocated on a first come  basis, 
For more Information contact
Sylvia Thompson    sylviathompson@eircom.netTel. 086 082 0107 or 
Anne Fleischmann  annefleischmann@eircom.net 064-6633942  087-745 668   

You can also get further details on dioceseofkerry.ie. 
More details
The week will include parish based events, such as liturgical celebrations on the theme of harvest and water  and  the many gifts in our natural environment, involving  families and children in art, planting bulbs, trees and events where children share their projects with more senior members of a parish community. One parish plans to launch a year long project , Earthlore-a project to rediscover the lost knowledge, crafts and customs of “the earth” in the parish of Kenmare. Another in Killorglin will bring parishioners together to meet and share on local environmental challenges. In this year of Biodiversity , Dromtariffe, the most easterly parish in the diocese has chosen to launch a bird and butterfly habitat  and Castleisland parish will also be giving bird boxes to its local primary schools. There will be walks in a park, a mountain & forest & along the Sméarla river, bservinf of the night ssk, clouds permitting and the blessing of pets in Tralee and animals in Killarney as the week draws to a close near the feast of St Francis.
It is coordinated by the Kerry Diocesan Justice, Peace & Creation Committee in conjunction with other individuals and groups and this adds another dimension drawing in existing and exciting local initiatives such as a biodiversity walk on an organic farm, a bat walk with Kerry Bat Group and  Songs of Praise hosted by the St Marys Church of Ireland Killarney 
Particular highlights is the visit of Eco Theologian Fr Sean Mc Donagh, a Columban missionary  for a public talk in the Malton Theatre, Killarney at 7.30pm on  Thurs 30 Sept on the topic of ‘Climate Change’ and a day long series of workshops & eco experiences open to everyone on Sat 2 Oct in St. Brigid’s Secondary School, Killarney. (A green secondary school) This offers the opportunity to look at a topic in more depth in the morning with an outdoor activity or experience  in the afternoon.

The Diocesan Committee is delighted to have found so many willing participants 
who are putting an amazing amount of work and time into making this a wonderful Kerry Earth Week but also hope that  that this week may be of support to making the Integrity of Creation an ongoing and integral part of diocesan and parish life. 

