Seminar: The Challenge of Violence

8 November 08 

Opening address - Bishop Bill Murphy 
I welcome you all to this Seminar: “The Challenge of Violence: Current Responses”, and I want to thank our very active and proactive Diocesan Justice, Peace and Creation Committee for organising it. 

The subject of the Seminar is important and topical. The Irish Bishops – individually and collectively –have spoken on a number of occasions over the past few years about the culture of violence developing in our country. Last year it was felt that something more comprehensive was required and the Bishops' Conference asked the Commission for Justice and Social Affairs, a Commission of the Conference to prepare a document on violence in Irish society. Last June the Commission issued this document entitled: “Violence in Irish Society: Towards an Ecology of Peace”. Today's Seminar was inspired by that document. 

Our - until recently - booming economy and the high standard of life that went with it were, and still are the envy of many countries. Nevertheless, there is a deeply worrying aspect of our society, which is a cause of deep concern and fear for all of us: Violence in our country and in our streets has become commonplace. Violence in its many forms is destroying the lives, dignity and hopes of many families. Fear of violence has become a feature of many people's lives, especially for those living in some of our housing estates, which have been scarred by beatings, robberies, murder, and abuse. The portrayal of violence in much of our media, television programmes, music and even video games, is poisoning the minds and distorting the lives of many children. 

The lives of many people have been blighted by a culture of violence that leaves people dead on our streets and gunned down in their homes. What is more disturbing is the fact that we seem to be growing numb to the loss of human life and suffering as yet another murder or assault or road death is reported on an almost daily basis. We must not underestimate the effect such violence has on the minds and attitudes of our young people and the threat it poses for the future of Irish society. 

In the situation it is all too easy to shift the blame entirely onto the Government and the Gardai. The Government and the Gardai cannot by themselves alone remove violence from our midst. As a people we need a moral conversion in order to replace a culture of violence with a renewed sense of justice, responsibility and community. New legislation, new measures, bigger prisons, more Gardai, more resources will help but will not of themselves bring an end to the kind of violence we are witnessing daily. As a people we need to recover the old values of right and wrong, respect and responsibility, love and justice and peace. 

It was against this background of escalating violence in our society and the concern it has given rise to as well as in response to the call of Pope Benedict in his message for World Day of Peace, 2007 “to establish a culture of peace” that the Commission for Justice and Social Affairs issued the document we are going to explore this morning. 

The authors called it – modestly – a short position paper and were careful to warn us not to expect a definitive analysis of what is a very complex problem. “It is written”, they tell us as an invitation to dialogue and to raise consciousness of the complexity of the issues involved”. 

Archbishop Diarmaid Martin of Dublin has repeatedly called for a summit of community leaders to tackle what he called the scourge of violence in society. The Commission has voiced its support for his call in the document before us today. 

Once again I want to thank our Diocesan Committee for Justice, Peace and Creation for organising this Seminar which will facilitate the dialogue the document calls for and. I hope will help to raise awareness in this diocese of the issues involved. 

I also want to thank Nicola Rooney from the Commission for Justice and Social Affairs who has kindly come along to give us an overview of the document Violence in Irish Society: Towards an Ecology of Peace . 

My thanks too to the speakers who will address the issues raised from their own particular perspective and to all of you for being here. 

Title of Seminar: Violence in Irish Society, Current Responses  
Saturday 8 November 08  

The bishop of Kerry is opening a seminar hosted by Kerry Diocesan Justice, Peace & Creation Committee, to explore the Challenge of Violence. The seminar is open to the public and will be of particular interest to those concerned about the society they live in and those who feel motivated to work for the common good.

Duration: Morning seminar running from 10.00 AM to 1.00 PM

Where:  St John’s Parish Centre, Castle St, Tralee. Registration is on the day from 9.30 and it cost 5 euro and that includes a copy of the booklet on Violence.

The Seminar aims to explore the challenge presented by the rise of a violent culture in Ireland today. It invites dialogue on this matter and will create a space to review current responses in Kerry. This seminar was inspired by Violence in Irish Society: Towards an Ecology of Peace,  

issued by the Irish Commission for Justice & Social Affairs,

A Commission of the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference. (June 2008)

Violence is not a problem that admits easy quick fix solutions, however individual and societal awareness and actions can make a difference. For full text see:  www.catholiccommunications.ie  

In the words of the document “there is indeed no justification for either despair or pessimism-and even less for inertia”.

 Format of the morning 

Welcome -Bishop Bill Murphy

Overview of Violence in Irish Society by Nicola Rooney, Research Coordinator, ICJSA. 

Presentations on 5 topics

1) Young People: The Challenge (Bernie McCaffrey)

2) “Breaking the Silence”  Anti –Bullying programme (Causeway Comprehensive School)

3) Community Alert: Building Safer Communities (Rico Stein)

4) Federation for Victim Assistance: A Response to the Needs of Victims of Crime in Ireland (Mairead Fernane) 

5) Kerry Response to Sexual Violence: Kerry Rape & Sexual Abuse Centre ltd. (Vera O Leary)
Panel discussion.

Local Info Stands present on the day:

Federation for Victim Assistance, Kerry Women’s Refuge(Adapt), Kerry Rape & Sexual Abuse Centre Ltd.,  Community Alert, Anti Bullying, HSE Substance & Alcohol Abuse Service,  Kerry Stop Sex Trafficking Campaign,

The Just A Thought series on Radio Kerry on the week leading up to it will be given by students from Causeway Comprehensive school on the topic of anti bullying.

Sylvia Thompson, Knockavinane, Ballymacelligott, Tralee 

Chairperson         086 082 0107/ 066 7137484

Kerry Diocesan Justice, Peace & Creation Committee

www.dioceseofkerry.ie & follow links to Organisations

