Massabielle – 
The story of Lourdes
 

Plans are well underway and the countdown is on to the biggest show of the year – Massabielle.

 An imaginative telling of the Story of Lourdes is planned for Tralee in mid November, to mark the 150th anniversary of the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Lourdes in 1858.

Fr. Pat Ahern will produce the show, entitled “Massabielle”. It will be staged in the KDYS Hall, in Denny St., beginning on November 17th and running for one week. Under the patronage of Bishop Bill Murphy, and staged in collaboration with the Kerry Diocesan Youth Service, the event will be Kerry’s Tribute to Mary in this Jubilee year of her apparitions at Lourdes.

 

“Massabielle” was first presented in Tralee in 1958. It was then staged in the former CYMS hall, now the KDYS, to mark the centenary of the Lourdes apparitions. That show was devised and produced by Pat Ahern, with the assistance of Michael Murphy – both men were curates at the time in St. John’s parish. “It was, you might say, my ‘coming out event’ to the world of the stage. I had been just one year ordained. The coming production, 50 years on, may well be my ‘going away event!’” Fr. Pat joked. 

 

Pat Ahern has made an impact in the world of the stage in Kerry. Siamsa Tire’s renowned Folk Theatre owes its foundation to him. Among his many religious productions have been: “Golgotha”, the story of Christ’s Passion, at the CYMS in Tralee in 1963;  the celebrated presentation of “Massabielle” in the village of Knocknagoshel in 1988; “Dance of Life”, the Story of Salvation, a Millennium Pageant at the Green Glens Arena in Milstreet in 2000; “Criost Liom”, the bicentenary salute to Edmund Rice at the RDS in Dublin in 2002, and “Song of the Living Stones”, the Story of Christianity in Kerry, staged in Killarney Cathedral in 2005.

 

A cast of 52, ages ranging from 7 to 70, and a choir of 50 singers are well into rehearsals for the new production. A team of voluntary seamstresses is at work on costumes, happily sewing away in a large upstairs room, courtesy of the Presentation Sisters. Professional set builder, Kevin Courtney is building the life-size Grotto set, at his workshop near Waterville. Kevin built the set for Riverdance, among many other shows. Lighting is in the expert hands of Jimmy McDonnell, the lights and rigging supplied by Ben Carey of EFX Ireland. Anthony Griffin, of Pembroke Construction, Tralee, will build the huge stage, specially tailored to accommodate the dimensions and scope of the large production.. 

 

In 1958 14 year-old Margaret O’Keeffe of Oakpark, Tralee, played the lead role of Bernadette. Margaret went on to be a Rose of Tralee in her day, the only Tralee girl ever to have won the title. She now lives in Bordeaux.

In 2008 Bernadette will be played, alternately, by one of three girls, chosen from a large pool of second year students who attended auditions in the past weeks at Presentation Secondary and Mercy Mount Hawk, Schools. The chosen three are, Una Nolan, Sarah Counihan and Cloda Curran. Coincidently, Cloda Curran is a great grand-daughter of the late Jerry Ashe, former caretaker of the CYMS  hall and a member of the 1958 cast.

 Commenting on the decision to mount this production in the KDYS  Pat Ahern said:

 “It seems entirely fitting that this revival of “Massabielle” should again be staged in the Denny St. venue, if for no other reason than that it will revive great memories for many people, who will want to revisit what was, at the time, a record-breaking, sell-out show.”

Booking for “Massabielle” will open on Wed. Oct. 1st at the KDYS, Tralee. The box office number there is:  066 7144660.
