The Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday Night)

Focus

The Light of Life banishing darkness

The Book / Word of Life telling our Salvation Story

The Water of Life birthing and re-birthing

The Bread of Life sustaining us
Outline of the Liturgy:


· The Service of Light

· The Liturgy of the Word

· Liturgy of Baptism

· Liturgy of the Eucharist

· Liturgical colour – White 

The Easter Vigil, in many ways tells of our Christian identity through imagery: a fire that chases darkness away; Christ the Light; the re-telling of our salvation story – creation and the new order of creation; life-giving water of the font and our ‘Yes! I believe’; the life-saving nourishment of the banquet feast. 
We are in the last section of the Triduum, and while we follow ‘those three days’, it is not as simple as a historical re-telling of the story. So when exactly do we celebrate Christ’s rising? We don’t! All liturgy is paschal, it is always celebrating life, death and resurrection as one. 
We now live and celebrate in the light of Christ’s resurrection. Suffering and death is for a Christian now understood only in the ‘light’ of the resurrection. As a symbol of this, the Paschal / Easter candle throws a different ‘light’ on how we read the OT on this night. (It is around this light, and in the light of this light,  we gather in sorrow at a funeral to remind us that death for a Christian is not the end)

· Service of Light

Key:
the ‘fire that dispels the darkness of the night’, 

the paschal candle, 

the singing of the Exsultet

Notes

The fire is outside the church (e.g. in a large grate/barrel) as it needs to be big…otherwise the symbolism is weak. It should be lit in advance of the liturgy.

People gather here (fire would have to be supervised), priest and ministers come here

Fire is blessed, Paschal candle is lit, (its blessing is optional), and led by candle and incense, all enter darkened church.

‘Christ our light’ is proclaimed, all respond ‘Thanks be to God’ – three times…people’s tapers lit.

Possibilities:

a. All / as many as possible gather around fire … continue as above

b. Priest and ministers at main door inside facing fire outside. People have passed fire on the way in.  People from their seat face in this direction … continue as above. The Paschal candle leads the procession… light gradually overtakes darkness in the church. 

c. Some churches have a small fire on sanctuary. Does this ritualise what we are      trying to express? Is the sanctuary overused? An indoor fire, if it has to be, would be better at back of church. ( Make sure its safe, fire alarms off, fire extinguisher available)

The candle is placed in stand in sanctuary, incensed and Exsultet sung. Instead of turning all lights on at end of Exsultet, many keep them dimmed until Gloria when full lights come on.

· Liturgy of the Word

Key:
OT Readings/ Psalm/ Silence/ Prayer

Gloria / Opening Prayer/ NT Reading/ Alleluia/ Gospel/ Homily


Notes:

There are 7 OT readings prescribed with accompanying Psalm / brief Silence/ Prayer. In as full and expansive way as possible, they tell the story of God’s action and presence in the life of the world. Our living out of our baptism is the continued story of God’s action of salvation. The number of readings is sometimes reduced, but Exodus reading must be included. To help the proclamation of the Word, again the psalms need to be sung.

…the Gloria is sung with bells ringing, altar cloth put on, candles lit, etc

…Opening Prayer…

…NT Reading 

…Alleluia, while it should always be sung, but on this night of all

…Gospel, a procession with incense is good, from Altar - where the Book of the Gospels is placed since before the liturgy - to the Ambo

…Homily

· Liturgy of Baptism

Key:
The birthing-into and the renewal of our own birthing-into the life, death and resurrection of Christ
This takes place at the font, or, at a large vessel of water placed in the sanctuary. Baptism reminds us of who we are. This happens through the baptism of a child on the night, or the blessing of font and water. We also voice our own ‘Yes! I believe’ in the Renewal of Baptismal Promises, and are sprinkled with water. The Prayer of the Faithful follows.

· Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparations:

· Meeting held well in advance to organise and delegate tasks

· Essential tasks:

· The Fire

· Good Proclamation of the Word

· A Baptism

Other suggestions
· Location and container for fire…assign responsible people…discuss safety issues…

· Microphone…torch…Book

· Candles / tapers available for people - Service of Light and Renewal of Baptismal Promises.
· Advance preparation of Paschal Candle. Stand may be decorated with flowers.
· For Liturgy of the Word, ensure enough variety of voices and manner of proclamation. Again vary voices, sing psalms and Alleluia.

· If there is a baptism consider family’s location and needs during the rest of the liturgy.
· Altar Society could prepare vases of flowers for decoration.
· Offertory Collection takes place. Option of Trócaire Boxes brought to altar again at this time.
· Sanctuary lamp is returned to the sanctuary after Mass

Further Thoughts

· As well as the young altar servers, why not have sacristan / young adult / past altar server / member of the liturgy group act as an assistant with the priest on the sanctuary to help co-ordinate the many things to do during these days. They might act as an MC as it were. This allows the priest to do his primary job – Preside. 

· A goodly number of people are needed regularly over the days especially Altar servers / Ministers of Word and Eucharist. Many parishes have coordinators for these groups, so maybe they could assign people for different liturgies, pass on texts. They might even take practices with these smaller groups if necessary. Let all the work not fall to the priest or the sacristan.

· How might the congregation be engaged to respond to the simple chants; ‘Come let us worship’, ‘Thanks be to God’, etc.

Easter Sunday Mass

Focus

Renewal of Baptismal Promises

Outline of Liturgy: 
· as at Sunday Mass

· after the Homily, the Baptismal Promises are Renewed

Notes:


Entrance Procession with incense, cross, candles, Book of Gospels, etc..

Candles required for Renewal of Promises.
There may also be a baby for baptism
Again, vary the proclamation of the Word

Offertory Procession – Trócaire Boxes again

Liturgy Workshops…..Liturgy Presentations – Lent 09

