Holy Thursday Evening – The Mass of the Last Supper

Focus: 

Washing of Feet



Liturgy of the Eucharist



Transfer of the Eucharist

Liturgical Colour - White

Outline of the Liturgy:

· Introductory Rite

· Liturgy of the Word and The Washing of Feet

· Liturgy of the Eucharist

· Transfer of The Eucharist

· Introductory Rite

Like at Sunday Mass, but note that this is the beginning of one great ritual that lasts three day,  beginning with the Opening Antiphon / Hymn of this day, and concluding with the concluding hymn at the Easter Vigil. The Paschal Triduum! The Entrance Antiphon sums up this one liturgical movement: 

”We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for he is our Salvation, our life and resurrection; 

through him we are saved and made free” (This is in fact our faith)
An Opening Procession is recommended, continuing the action of physically engaging with the events of this week.

Notes:


At the beginning of the Liturgy, tabernacle doors are open and tabernacle is empty. 

Procession – Incense, Cross, candles, Minister with Book of the Gospels / Lectionary, ministers, priest. 
The Gloria is sung and bells may be rung during it. They remain silent until Easter Vigil.

· Liturgy of the Word and The Washing of Feet

Key - Readings from OT / Psalm/ NT / Acclamation / Gospel 

Notes:
Variety of voices again, singing of Psalm and Acclamation

Key Action - The Washing of Feet 

(Mandatum – “I give you a new commandment, love one another…”)

It is important to understand that ritual action is something that goes beyond the doing of a job, in this case, the simple washing of feet. Ritual action is an ‘acting out’ of things that go much deeper. Foot-washing, as a ritual action, is a gesture of love, sacrifice and service; something that Christ examples for the disciples and for all of us, who would be disciples. We are all called to be washed and to wash; to be and to do! 

The Washing of Feet stands on its own right. If included as part of the Gospel, it is simply a dramatization of the story. Again, it is an action that we are called to do. Local custom, enthusiasm and imagination mean that this ritual happens in many ways. Our understanding will dictate what we do.

Possibilities:

· The priest washes the feet of 12 people. 

· The priest washes some peoples’ feet, who, in turn, wash other peoples’ feet.

· The priest washes some peoples’ feet who, in turn, wash the feet of all those gathered in the Church.

· Other…

How we do it expresses something of what we understand is going on!

Some questions to ask ourselves as we plan the washing of feet:

· Recreating the actions at the Last Supper? Why?

· Does the washer of feet need a sense also of having his feet washed?

· What do the congregation understand when only minister’s’ feet are washed?

· Can the priest’s feet ever be washed?

· Do we wash a foot or feet?

· Is the ‘washing’ generous enough to express what we mean?

· Can we wash something other than feet? Or would replacing the washing of feet with any other gesture, other than stooping and washing the feet of another with all the risks that entails, risk softening this core element of discipleship?

Notes:
Jug(s) of water, bowl(s), towel(s) and seating if necessary are organised in advance. 

· Liturgy of the Eucharist

Offertory Procession: it is fitting, particularly following the ‘mandatum’ that gifts for the poor, especially those collected during Lent, are presented as well as the bread and wine for offering. On this night, it may also be good to carry in procession the oils blessed earlier in the week by the bishop for sacramental use in the parish during the year. They are presented before the bread and wine.

Communion: Tonight, communion should consist only of breads consecrated at this Mass. Of course, this should always be the case at communion, that we receive what has been consecrated at this particular celebration of Eucharsist. People should also be able to receive the chalice on this night.

· Transfer of The Eucharist

Having consecrated enough breads for use the next day, the ciboria are reverenced on the altar after communion, and brought in procession to the altar of repose. After some silent prayer, people disperse gradually and in silence – a soft ending which connects with the silent opening of the following day’s liturgy. Meditation should not continue after midnight.
Notes:

The procession is led by cross and candles, followed by (people if it were possible), incense and priest. A suitable Eucharistic hymn is sung.

The area of repose is suitably decorated earlier in the day.

After Mass, the altar is stripped, sanctuary lamp removed, all possibility of lighting candles removed, banners and visuals removed, everything is left bare and tabernacle left open.

Preparations:


· Meeting held well in advance to organise and delegate tasks.

· Essential  tasks:

· The Washing of Feet

· Eucharist in both species

· Altar of Repose

Some Suggestions:

· Clearly decide how we understand the washing of feet and ritualise this. …jugs, bowls, towels, seats and people - a short practice may be necessary.

· Advance notification to Ministers of Word (texts) & Eucharist. 

· Advance rehearsals with different groups and altar servers

· Enough breads need to be left out to be consecrated for Good Friday also

· If Eucharist is given under both species, ensure enough wine, chalices and ministers

· Liaising with music personnel so all know what is happening and required of them..

· People to decorate in advance the altar of repose and strip sanctuary after Mass.
Further Notes:

Holy Thursday is not a time to commission Eucharistic or other Ministers
