Liturgy 
Leader: 
In this month of mission we remember our calling and responsibilities as disciples of Christ. Missionaries are committed to bringing the Gospel message of justice and peace to people all over the world. A missionary is one who has been sent out to do a job of work/ to spread the message of God through the work they do...they may bring their expertise as a teacher or as an engineer, as a nurse or as a care worker..... 
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When we receive confirmation we are commissioned to witness to our Christianity.  We are called to follow Jesus example to ‘Love one another as I have loved you.’ Likewise when a person has been commissioned for a job,  they have been sent out on behalf of the Christian community...in other words they were especially chosen for it. 

While witnessing to our faith might often be perceived as the actions we take and the service we do, there is also a need for prayer and reflection, a time to listen to God, a time to reflect on what we are doing, a time to ask for guidance on our work as missionaries. 

As we begin this time of prayer we ask God to open our hearts to the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Reading

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, and inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.

This is the Gospel of the Lord,
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All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer of St Francis

(All pray together)

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy; 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Commissioning
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Using some holy water, invite each student to make the sign of the cross on the forehead of the person next to them while saying ‘(Name) witness to the gospel.’

Litany

Response: Walk closely with us O God.

1. As we learn to accept our weaknesses and strengths….

2. As we open our hearts to others….

3. As we stay faithful to our relationship with you….

4. As we use our strengths, gifts and talents for the benefit of others....

5. As we reach out to the poor and marginalised ….

6. As we try to do your will….

Final Prayer

Mission Prayer

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. 

Blessed are you Jesus Christ, the way, the truth, and the life. 

Blessed are you, oh Holy Spirit the source of all inspiration.

May your kingdom of justice, peace, love and forgiveness be established in every land. 

May your healing hand touch the sick,
comfort the lonely and give new life to all.

Be our companion on the road 

and help us to make your mission alive in our community and throughout the world.

We make are our prayer through Christ our Lord. 

Amen

(Sources used: A Liturgy of life: 33 Theme Masses for Young People by David Konstant, and www.imu.ie )
