Communications Director for the Diocese of Kerry 

The Bishop of Kerry, Dr. Bill Murphy has appointed Mary Fagan as Director of Communications for the Diocese, commencing on the 1st September. According to the Bishop: “The Catholic Church since the second Vatican Council has been emphasising the importance of communicating “ the good news” through the mass media. Kerry Diocese sees this as a very important challenge.” 
Key to this work is ensuring that the Church connects well with it's people, both young and old, linking faith into everyday life. Most important to this role is the involvement of the community in the church and that depends on good communication back and forth. The invitation to the community to participate and get involved in local church is core to the message. The job involves preparing and executing a communications plan for the diocese. This plan will be based on the current pastoral plan and the feedback the diocese has received through ongoing dialogue with parishioners.

Horizons , the religious and social affairs programme of the diocese, although now to be produced and presented by Mary Fagan, will be created through the efforts of a skilled and committed group of volunteers. 

A talented and enthusiastic team of volunteers have been recruited, representing different areas of the Diocese to feed into the programmes, recording and bringing forward examples of church and spiritual activity from the various areas. This popular programme has been run for the last eighteen years on Radio Kerry. It is aired each Sunday morning from 9 to 10. Contributors to the programme can communicate through the horizons@radiokerry.ie e-mail address. “Just a Thought”, aired daily on Radio Kerry is another important channel for the Christian message. This relies on the many volunteers who generously share their thoughts and thus contribute to the dialogue of faith and hope. 

Mary Fagan has lived and worked in Kerry for the last 25 years. As a Manager with the KDYS her work has involved her in a great deal of interpersonal work with both adults and young people. She is a highly trained creative and experienced facilitator and has worked from a set of principles highly relevant to this current position with the diocese, including participation, justice and equality. Her qualifications include: Batchelor of Arts, Higher Diploma in Education, Diploma in Career Guidance and Counselling, and Masters in Mass Communications. 



