Restoration of The Daniel O'Connell Memorial Church of the Holy Cross, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry 
Under the direction of The Most Rev. Bishop William Murphy, Mons. Dan O'Riordan and Very Rev. Canon William Crean P.P. the Diocese is preparing for an unprecedented Diocesan-wide collection on Saturday 22 nd & Sunday 23rd November 2008 . A collection of this magnitude has never before taken place and will not only highlight the significance of the project but will allow friends and neighbours of the O'Connell Memorial Church to consider a contribution to the restoration of this exceptional Diocesan treasure. This collection will take place in all parishes with the exception of those undertaking their own fund-raising efforts. 

To accomplish the extensive restoration endeavor and to preserve this wonderful edifice for the future, the parish of Cahersiveen has commenced an unprecedented fund-raising initiative to provide the necessary funding for the restoration project. Heretofore, all efforts have been concentrated locally, successfully raising in excess of €2.5 million. Having prevailed at home, we now plan a broad and inclusive fund-raising initiative incorporating regional, national and international events to ensure the longevity of this superb structure. “It would be wonderful if the generosity of the people of Cahersiveen could be supported and matched by the people of the Diocese so that we together can continue to honor O'Connell to whom we remain so indebted for his vision and leadership ”, Canon William Crean P.P.  
Restoration of a National Treasure 
Cahersiveen's most renowned historic figure is undoubtedly Daniel O'Connell, father of European democracy and champion of the movement for Catholic Emancipation. He became one of the most important parliamentarians of his time and a historical figure of European significance leaving an indelible mark on Kerry , Ireland and beyond. His philosophy and career inspired future leaders including Mahatma Ghandi and Martin Luther King while t he respect of the people for O'Connell is evident in naming the parish Church of Cahersiveen in his memory: the Daniel O'Connell Memorial Church of the Holy Cross . 

While the actual construction started in 1886, first Mass was not celebrated until 1902. Over the decades, temporary maintenance has provided short-term solutions however, as the Church embarks on its 120th anniversary of the cornerstone laying, the O'Connell Memorial Church is undergoing substantial conservation, restoration and preservation. Listed under the records of protected structures as of historic, artistic, architectural, social and technical importance, we hope that by ensuring its sound physical shape it will continue to serve the needs of the Diocese for generations to come. 

