Press Release   
Launch of Diocese of Kerry Pastoral Plan 2009 – 2013 Christ our Hope
and 

Commissioning of the Area Pastoral Councils 
On Sunday the 27th Sept at 3.00

In The Malton Hotel Conference Centre, Killarney

Bishop Bill Murphy will be launching the Pastoral Plan and commissioning the Area Pastoral Councils this Sunday. A group of over 200 will gather to celebrate the introduction of the plan and to begin the task of working in the local areas to achieve the aims and goals contained within.
Christ our Hope – The Pastoral Plan
The purpose of this “Pastoral Plan” is to provide hope and vision for the people of our diocese, at this time.  Over the past year and a half, many people have taken part in discussions and gatherings, which have shaped this plan.  A comprehensive process of needs analysis, consultation and discernment was undertaken.  While the pastoral plan does address issues such as structures, systems and communications, this is not its primary purpose.  Our deepest wish is to offer a contemporary response to the challenge of proclaiming the Gospel in the Diocese of Kerry at this time.

The vision articulated in the plan is inspired by the Gospel, the teachings of Vatican II, Catholic Social Teaching, and the lived experience of people in our diocese.  We endeavour to build a community that nurtures justice, peace and equality.  The gifts and talents of all are recognised and valued, and our vision promotes the shared responsibility of lay people and priests.  The implementation of the plan will require the commitment of each one of us, as we face the future with openness, courage and imagination.
Our Mission  -We, the people of the Diocese of Kerry, in communion with the universal Catholic Church, trusting in a loving and merciful God, proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people by living out, in community, our baptismal calling to love, justice and peace through, witness, worship and service 

Commissioning of the Area Pastoral Councils

The diocese is divided into 12 Pastoral Areas each of which has a council. These 12 groupings are being commissioned by Bishop Bill Murphy on Sunday 27th Sept. Each Area Pastoral Council is made up of priests and representatives from each parish in the pastoral area and is lead by the Vicar Forane. The group works in partnership in the care of their communities responding to today’s needs.

A Message from Bishop Bill Murphy
Pastoral planning is an ongoing process. Planning is necessary and will always be necessary in order to respond to the changes in the world around us. The past forty years have seen rapid and radical changes in Irish Society. No one should be surprised that the Church has been affected by this.
As a diocese and as parishes we are facing serious challenges and major changes. Already new configurations of parishes have been established as Pastoral Areas, Pastoral Councils have been set up at Diocesan, Parish and Pastoral Area level. The Permanent Diaconate has been introduced. It is very likely that this time next year some parishes in the diocese will be without a resident priest.
On 9th December 1995 a programme of renewal entitled Journeying Together in Hope was launched at a Diocesan Assembly. The Diocese of Kerry Pastoral Plan, which is in continuity with that programme, will be launched at a Diocesan Assembly on 27th September 2009. The plan articulates the vision, goals and priorities of our diocese and parishes for the coming years. A major thrust of the Pastoral Plan is lay involvement. The Church is never fully alive without an active laity. It is no exaggeration to say that in the coming years the Church in Ireland will not survive without a committed and involved laity.

The Pastoral Plan is the outcome of a long process of consultation throughout the diocese. I want to thank all who contributed to what is a comprehensive programme for the renewal of our diocese and parishes. 

Focal scoir: The goal of the diocesan pastoral plan is not changing structures or introducing new ones. No. The goal of the plan and of the renewal that it will bring about must be to build up the People of God in this diocese so that we will believe in our hearts, confess with our lips and show by our lives that Christ is our Hope.

· Full script of Pastoral Plan available on dioceseofkerry.ie Sunday27th  under Our Diocese  - Pastoral Plan

· Additional information on Area Pastoral Councils on dioceseofkerrry.ie under - Pastoral Councils

