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This Gospel paints a picture of the visit of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth. The words which Elizabeth uses to address Mary are portrayed as happening as a result of the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Elizabeth’s words are those of a prophet, whose primary function is to speak up and to speak out. She pronounces a double blessing: Mary is blessed of all women and the fruit of her womb is both blessed and Elizabeth’s Lord.

This weekend’s response to the Responsorial Psalm is:
God of hosts, bring us back;
 let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.


	Christmas Eve/Day Responsorial Psalm is:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today a Saviour has been born to us;
he is Christ the Lord.



	Fourth Sunday of Advent 22/12/2024

	Please pray for Donie Doody, Coolgarrive, Killarney; Seán Moynihan, Derry and Lissivigeen; Fr. PJ Brady (Friary) Killarney & Donegal; Dermot O’Callaghan (Jr.) Fáilte Hotel; James O’Shea, Australia and  formerly Killorglin, John Dineen, Barleymount West; Denis Doolan, Holy Cross Gardens and formerly of Coolcorcoran, Killarney. May they rest in peace.                                                                                                                              

	Priest on duty this weekend: Fr. Kieran O’Brien 064 6631014/ 087 6501998(for emergencies only).

	Masses for the coming week

	Sat 21st Dec
	7.30pm
	Dan Joe McSweeney R.I.P. Toremore

	Sun 22nd Dec
	11.30am
	Donie & Bridey McSweeney R.I.P. Mastergeeha 
Eileen Herlihy R.I.P. Glounonea

	Tue 24th  Dec
	5.00pm


7.30pm
	Christmas Eve Family Mass for all Kilcummin families at home and abroad 
(with Childrens Choir)
Mary O’Connor R.I.P. (Months Mind) Glounonea

	Wed 25th  Dec 
	11.30am
	Christmas Day Mass 
Tony Sugrue R.I.P. Clashnagarrane

	Sat 28th Dec
	7.30pm
	Danny & Eileen Horgan and their daughters Catherine & Geraldine, and granddaughter Emily & deceased family members R.I.P. Knockataggle

	Sun 29th Dec
	11.30am
	Jimmy & Katie Keane R.I.P. Scart Cross

	Tues 31st Dec
	9.30am
10-12pm
	Dan O’Sullivan R.I.P. Tournonough
Adoration


	28th   & 29th   
Dec  
	   Readers
	Eucharistic
Ministers
	       Altar Servers

	 Vigil
7.30pm
	K.Friel
	K.Fitzgerald
K.Fleming
	S.O’Sullivan
 C.Fleming  C.O’Mara

	   Sun
11.30am
	M.B.Driiscoll
	B.McSweeney
J.Moriarty
	R.Kiely E.O’Riordan
S.O’Callaghan


Offertory Collection: €950.00. Míle Buíochas. 
The Priest’s Christmas Offering which supports the priest ministering in our parish will be taken up at all Christmas Masses after Holy Communion or you can return your Christmas envelope in this collection, if you have not already done so. This collection is part of the priest’s income, no part of the Sunday collections is used for this purpose, we are extremely grateful for your continued support throughout the year.
Confessions  will be held on Saturday 4th January after 7.30pm Mass.
	Fourth Candle of Advent – Love. On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple candle as we wait for the birth of our Saviour. This final candle, the “Angels Candle” symbolizes love. It reminds us that God is love.



Appreciation: Christmas is a time for “thank you and appreciation”. We would like to thank all our dedicated parishioners involved in our church ministries, ministers of the Eucharist, readers, singers, musicians, altar servers, safeguarding committee, collectors, counters, altar society, liturgy group, parish council & church cleaners. Thank you to the people who decorate and maintain the church, inside and out. Thanks also to sacrosanct Siobhán McSweeney our parish secretary, Mike & Mary O’Connor who open and close our church faithfully every day. To Helen & staff of the Rural Development Office and to all in the Post Office, the teachers, pupils and Boards of Management of our schools. A hugh thank you to all the priests who are ministering in our Parish, Fr. Kieran, Fr. Joe, Fr. Jim, Fr. Niall, Fr. Padraig, Fr. Vitalis. Your dedication and commitment is greatly appreciated, wishing you and all our Parishioners a very Happy, Holy and Peaceful Christmas. Míle míle Buíochas.
2025, A Jubilee Year in the Church: Pope Francis will officially open the year by opening a Holy Door in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome on Christmas Eve and will be celebrated worldwide on Sun. 29th December, Feast Day of the Holy Family in every diocese worldwide, and thus at all our Masses that weekend. Pope Francis has chosen the Jubilee theme “Pilgrims of Hope”.
Communal First Saturday will be held on Sat. 4th January commencing at 8.45am in the Church of the Resurrection.
Deacon Thady O’Connor will feature on the Kilflynn Christmas Concert and Remembrance Service on St Stephen’s Day on Radio Maria Ireland. Time 8.30 am. Available on 210 Saorview TV or on the Radio Maria Ireland 
Kilcummin Christmas Jingle & Mingle – A Heartfelt Thank You. We extend our sincere gratitude to everyone who made Kilcummin’s Christmas Jingle & Mingle such a magical and memorable occasion. We are deeply grateful to all who supported and contributed to this event: Kerry County Council, Councillor Marie Moloney, Kilcummin Post Office, Fr. Kieran O'Brien and the Kilcummin Pastoral Council, CE Scheme participants and the Rural Development Office, Toddy Doyle and Muckross Traditional Farms, Edmond Corcoran and Adrian McCarthy. As we look to the future, we hope to grow this event even further in the coming years. We would love to hear from anyone with additional ideas or suggestions to make it even better. Please contact the Kilcummin Rural Development Office to share your thoughts! Thank you for helping to light up Kilcummin and make this Christmas season so special. Wishing everyone a Peaceful and Happy Christmas!
Kilcummin Rural Dev. Office will close on Mon. 23rd Dec and reopen on Fri 3rd of January. Wishing you all a happy, peaceful  Christmas.

Prayer for Families

Loving God,
During this Holy season of Christmas,
We ask for Your blessing on all families.
Let Mary’s openness to Your wonderous ways
Be an inspiration to place all trust in You.
Let Joseph’s courage provide hope
during times of anxiety and uncertainty.
Let Jesus’ life ignite all families
with a spirit of light and love.
May the grace that encircled the Holy Family
widen to embrace all families.
For this we pray.
 Amen.
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