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Prayer Service

Theme: The Churchiis a
Community of Believers

Preparation:

* If possible, have the children sit around or close to
the prayer space. If this is not possible, invite them
to turn their chairs towards the prayer space.

* Ensure that the prayer space includes the model
of the school parish assembled by the children, a
candle and a Bible.

* Choose sixteen readers. The readings are available
online.

* Choose three children to carry up the following
items at the appropriate time: rosary beads, a
‘tongues of fire’ headband, images of the symbols
of Baptism.

Sign of the Cross

Opening Song: ‘Parish Anthem’ (CD 1, track 15,
p. 290)

Teacher: We focus on the model of our parish
that we constructed. As you look at the model,
what catches your eye? Where do you like to spend
time in your parish community? Who are the
people who help you and your family in the parish
community?

Now we will recall how the Holy Spirit came
upon the disciples on the first Pentecost in the
form of wind and fire, and how the Spirit enabled
the disciples to speak in many languages. We are
grateful that the same Holy Spirit is still helping
the followers of Jesus today to live as God asks.
The Holy Spirit comes to us in Baptism to help us to
Love others and to love God as Jesus did.

During this time of prayer we will bring our
symbols to the prayer space, reminding ourselves
of what we have learned.

Pupil 1 (holding up the rosary beads): When we
pray the Third Glorious Mystery of the Rosary

we remember that the Holy Spirit came on the
disciples on the first Pentecost. (Pupil 1 then carries
the rosary beads to the prayer space.)

Pupil 2 (holding up one of the ‘tongues of fire’
headbands): The tongues of fire remind us of the
day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon
the disciples in the form of tongues of fire. (Pupil 2
then carries the headband to the prayer space.)

Teacher: Let us now listen to the story of what
happened on the first Pentecost.
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Reader 1: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers
were gathered together in one place. Suddenly there
was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong
wind blowing, and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of
fire which spread out and touched each person there.
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to
speak.

There were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious
people who had come from every country in the
world. When they heard this noise a large crowd
gathered. They were all excited, because all of them
heard the believers talking in their own languages.
In amazement and wonder they exclaimed, ‘These
people who are talking like this are Galileans! How is
it, then, that all of us hear them speaking in our own
native languages? ... Some of us are from Rome, both
Jews and Gentiles converted to Judaism, and some of
us are from Crete and Arabia — yet all of us hear them
speaking in our own languages about the great things
that God has done!’ Amazed and confused, they kept
asking each other, ‘What does this mean?’ But others
made fun of the believers, saying, ‘These people are
drunk!” (Acts 2:1-13)
The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Teacher: When the Holy Spirit descended
upon the disciples at Pentecost, their faith was
strengthened and they went out to live in the way

Jesus has asked them to.

What are some of the ways in which we live as
Jesus asked in our parish?

Reader 2: When we speak out in support of
someone who is having difficulty.

Reader 3: When we do acts of love for one
another.

Reader 4: When we pray for people who are
homeless, or for people whose spirit is crushed by
war, or for people who are sick.

Reader 5: When we help one another at home.

Reader 6: When we praise and thank God for his
goodness.

Reader 7: When we share.
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Reader 8: When we work for justice.
Reader 9: When we read the Bible.
Reader 10: When we go to Mass.

Reader 11: When we are faithful to our role as
altar servers.

Reader 12: When we sing in the choir.

Reader 13: When we receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

Reader 14: When we pray a decade of the Rosary.
Reader 15: When we play our music at Mass.

Reader 16: When we share and include others in
our games.

Teacher: Let us pray to the Holy Spirit and ask that
we may continue to live like Jesus.

ALL: Holy Spirit, I want to do what is right. Help
me.

Holy Spirit, I want to live like Jesus. Guide me.
Holy Spirit, I want to pray like Jesus. Teach me.

Teacher: The Holy Spirit came to each one of us
when we were baptised and this was a special day
in our life. We will now focus on the symbols of
Baptism.

Pupil 3 (while holding up images, one by one, of

a baptismal candle, chrism, holy water and a white
garment, and carrying them to the prayer space): We
remember what our parents and our godparents
asked for on the day of our Baptism.

Teacher: The Sacrament of Baptism is the first
step to becoming a full member of the Christian
community. We are reminded of our baptismal

promises every Easter when we celebrate the Sign of the Cross
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. At Mass at the Easter
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Vigil on Holy Saturday night, or on Easter Sunday
morning, the priest asks us the same questions that
were asked at our Baptism, and now that we are
older we can respond to those questions ourselves.
We will renew our baptismal promises again now.
Your response will be: ‘I do.’

Teacher: Do your renounce Satan?
AllL: I do.

Teacher: And all his works?
AllL: I do.

Teacher: And all his empty show?
All: I do

Teacher: Do you believe in God, the Father
almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?
AllL: I do.

Teacher: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered death and was buried, rose again from the
dead and is seated at the right hand of the Father?
All: Ido.

Teacher: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting?

AllL: I do.

Teacher: And may almighty God, the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us
forgiveness of our sins, keep us by his grace, in
Christ Jesus our Lord, for eternal life.

All: Amen.

Closing Song and Movement: ‘The Spirit of God
is Upon Us' (CD 1, track 14, p. 289)




