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Prayer Service

Theme: Grow in Love

Note: The most appropriate place in which to have
this prayer service is the church. You might like to
invite the school chaplain, parents/quardians or other
people from the parish to join you. Where that is not
possible, it may take place in the classroom.

Preparation (Some of the following details may

not apply if the prayer service is taking place in the

church):

« If possible, have the children sit around or close to
the prayer space. If this is not possible, invite them
to turn their chairs towards the prayer space.

* Ensure that the prayer space includes the children’s
Grow in Love candles artwork, the class code and
at least one of the ‘Recall Presentations’.

* Choose four children to hold up the following
items at the appropriate times and carry them to
the prayer space: class candle, holy water, Bible,
crucifix/cross/Celtic cross.

* Choose twelve readers. The readings are available
online.

Opening Song: ‘Parish Anthem’ (CD 1, track 15,
p. 290)

Teacher: Today is a day to rejoice and to say
thank you to God for the wonderful year we have
celebrated in our school (name of school). We
appreciate all those who have come here today
to celebrate with us. First, let us take a moment
to remember that God is present as we light our
candle.

Teacher lights the candle.

Focus for a moment on the lighting candle and,
when you are ready, close your eyes. Be aware

of all the gifts of love and life that God gives you
each day ... Slowly breathe in when I say the words
‘breathe in’, and then breathe out when I say the
words ‘breathe out’. Breathe in all the love, joy,
beauty and kindness that God gives you now ...

As you breathe out, breathe away anything that
distracts you ... We will do this a few times until
you feel quiet and still. Remember, the Holy Spirit
is with you to help you to live like Jesus, to love like
Jesus and to pray like Jesus. With your inside voice,
thank God for all that he has given you. When you
are ready, open your eyes.

Child 1: Holds up the class candle and carries it to the
prayer space

Reader 1: Let us focus on our class candle as it is
Lit. (Teacher lights the candle.) This candle has been
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lit every week during the school year, reminding us
of God's presence among us. Let us thank God with
our inside voice for his presence with us always.

Allow a few moments for silent reflection.

Child 2: Holds up the bowl of holy water and carries
it to the prayer space

Reader 2: God our Father, we thank you for the
gift of water and for all your gifts of creation.
We know that water is a precious gift. We bless
ourselves with holy water, which is a symbol of
Baptism.

Invite the children to step forward, one by one, to bless
themselves with the holy water in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Child 3: Holds up the Bible and carries it to the prayer
space

Reader 3: The Bible is the inspired Word of God.
This year we heard many stories from the Old

and New Testaments. These stories helped us to
understand that God calls people to certain tasks.
He gives people the grace to respond to his call and
he stays with them forever. God our Father, help us
always to respond to your call to love by doing acts
of love for our family and friends.

Child 4: Holds up the cross and carries it to the prayer
space

Reader 4: The cross reminds us of the Cross on
which Jesus died on Calvary. During Lent we prayed
these words together: Behold the wood of the Cross.
Let us pray those words again now.

ALL: Behold the wood of the Cross.

Reader 5: It is now time to turn to God and tell
him that we are sorry for our sins. We remember
that Jesus asked us to turn away from our sins and
believe in the Gospel.

Invite all the children to form a circle and do this ritual
three times:

AU: Turn away, turn away, turn away (Push open
hands away from self three times on the word ‘turn’)
from sin. (Place hands on heart, left hand on top of
right hand)

Be quiet, (Place forefinger on mouth, making a quiet
gesture)

be still (Stand still with hands by side)
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and pray within. (Join hands in prayer)

Turn towards God, turn towards God. (Stretch
out arms and open hands towards the centre of the
circle twice on the word ‘turn’)

Repent, show mercy and live joyfully. (Join
hands in the circle)

Teacher: Let us now pray the Act of Sorrow.

AU: Act of Sorrow (O my God, I thank you for loving
me...)

Reader 6: We will now listen to a reading from the
prophet Isaiah.

Israel, the Lord who created you says, ‘Do not be
afraid - I will save you. I have called you by your
name — you are mine ... you are precious to me ... I

love you and give you honour. Do not be afraid — I am
with you! (Is 43:1, 4-5)

Teacher: Take a moment and close your eyes.
Focus on your breath. Be aware of God's presence
with you. Hear God saying to you, ‘You are precious

to me ... I love you.’ Open your eyes and say thank
you to God with your inside voice.

Reader 7: We have learned how important it is to
praise God. We will praise him now in the words of
Psalm 148.

AU (sing): 'Sing Praise’ (CD 1, track 5, p 83)

Teacher: Let us stand now and welcome the Good
News, the Gospel.

ALL: ‘Mass Setting — Gospel Acclamation’ (Bernard
Sexton) (CD 1, track 27, p. 399)

Teacher: A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

ALL (tracing the Sign of the Cross on forehead, lips
and heart): Glory to you, O Lord.

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your strength, and with all your

mind’ and ‘Love your neighbour as you love yourself.’
(Lk 10:27)

Teacher: The Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Invite the children to sit down. Distribute the children’s
‘Grow in Love candles’ artwork.

Teacher: Please take your ‘Grow in Love candle’ in
your hand and look at it. Take a moment to reflect
on:

« The symbols youdrewonit ...
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+ Look at each symbol and remind yourself of
what it says to you about God the Father, about
Jesus, about the Holy Spirit, about Mary, about
the sacraments.

Allow a moment for silent reflection.

Teacher: Perhaps some people might like to share
with the class the meaning of their symbol ...

Allow time for sharing.

Teacher: We now invite the Holy Spirit to come
into our hearts as we pray together one of the
prayers to the Holy Spirit that we have learned.

AlL: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your
faithful ...

Invite a child to collect the candle artwork in a basket
and leave them in the prayer space.
Invite those present to stand.

Teacher: Let us pray for the needs of our world.

Reader 8: We pray for our Pope and the leaders of
the Church, that they will always be guided by the
Holy Spirit. Lord, hear us.

ALlL: Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader 9: We pray for all the people of the world,

that they will always work for peace and justice.
Lord, hear us.

AUL: Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader 10: We pray for all those who are
suffering; whose spirits are crushed by war,
violence and all forms of poverty. We pray that we
may help them by supporting organisations such
as Trécaire, the Society of Missionary Children and
other local charities. Lord, hear us.

AU: Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader 11: We pray for people we know who have

died this year, that they may rest in peace. Lord,
hear us.

AU: Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader 12: Loving God, as we conclude our school
year we thank you for your many gifts to us. We
thank you especially for the gifts of faith, hope and
love. May the Holy Spirit help us to use these gifts
wisely. We ask this through the intercession of the

Blessed Virgin Mary and through Christ our Lord.
AlL: Amen.

Closing Song: ‘The Bells of the Angelus’ (CD 1,
track 7, p. 123)
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