Listening to the parents – contemplating their lives
My story (15 min) What would you like to tell me about yourself? Have you always lived in this area? Did you ever live or work abroad? Did you belong to a big family or small family? What would you like to tell me about your life now? Are you working outside the home? What are your hobbies and interests? What about your family now? 
What is important to me now (15 min) Who are the most important people in your life now? What are the things you most enjoy doing? What are the things that most stress you?  How important is money? How important is work? How important is success? How important is looking and feeling good? Is there anything else that is really important to you? How have you been during this Covid pandemic? Has it made you think any differently about what is important to you? 
The meaning of life for me (15 min) What does it mean to you to live a good life? What is your main source for figuring out what is right and wrong? Do you believe in God? Does your belief in God influence your life in any way? Do you ever pray to God? Can you remember the baptism of your child - what was that like for you? Can you say why you got your child baptised? What was the best part of the experience? Was there any part of the experience that was less positive for you? Would you like your child to have their first communion? What does it mean to you? What is your dream for the event? Is there anything special about first communion from your own experience as a child that you would love for your child? As you know I am part of a group that is planning for how we will do baptisms, first communions and confirmations in the diocese. Is there anything you would like to say to me about this? Is there anything about your experience of the church, positive or negative, that stands out for you? Is there anything you want to say to church leaders about how the church can best support you and your family in life and in faith? 
[image: Image result for family life images]Key points that emerged from listening to the parents
1. Depth of their lives
1. Family central
1. Success more than material things
1. Values - centred on others
1. Passing on values to children
1. Family sacraments part of this
1. Faith in God part of this
1. Distant from church (Zaccheus!)
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